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Learning from St John XXIII and 
St John Paul II 
The Commission launches this period of 
preparation on the day when Pope John 

XXIII and Pope John Paul II are canonised 
(27 April).  These two 20th Century  Popes 
helped us to apply biblical values to the 

contemporary social, economic and 
political situation of our world and 

enriched the repository of the Church’s 
social teaching at a time of momentous 

global change. 

St John XXIII taught us that economic 

affairs should be governed by a 
commitment to justice and equity and 
that promotion of human rights goes hand 

in hand with a commitment to the 

common good: 

One may not take as the ultimate criteria 
in economic life the interests of 

individuals or organized groups, nor 
unregulated competition, nor excessive 

power on the part of the wealthy, nor the 
vain honor of the nation or its desire for 

domination, nor anything of this sort.  

Rather, it is necessary that economic 

undertaking be governed by justice and 
charity as the principal laws of social life. 

(Mater et Magistra, No. 38-39) 

The remuneration of work is not 

something that can be left to the laws of 
the marketplace; nor should it be a 

decision left to the will of the more 
powerful. It must be determined in 
accordance with justice and equity; which 

means that workers must be paid a wage 
which allows them to live a truly human 

life and to fulfill their family obligations in 
a worthy manner. (Mater et Magistra, No. 

71) 

The full text of Mater et Magistra is at: 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/
documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html 

The common good is chiefly guaranteed 

when personal rights and duties are 
maintained. The chief concern of civil 

authorities must therefore be to ensure 
that these rights are acknowledged, 
respected, coordinated with other rights, 

defended and promoted, so that in this 
way each one may more easily carry out 

his duties. For "to safeguard the inviolable 
rights of the human person, and to 
facilitate the fulfillment of his duties, 

should be the chief duty of every public 

authority." (Pacem in Terris, No. 60)  

Beginning our discussion of the rights of 
man, we see that every person has the 
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In November this year, leaders of the G20 will meet in Brisbane to address a number 

of important issues which are relevant to the welfare of women and men around the 

world. 

The Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Commission intends to work with Catholics 
throughout the Archdiocese, with the Church in other parts of Australia and globally, 

with our sisters and brothers in other churches and from other religions, and with 
people of good will in other community groups to provide opportunities for education 

and formation, dialogue and action which promotes the dignity and welfare of the 

most vulnerable and marginalised people worldwide. 

It is hoped that these efforts will be a worthwhile contribution to the advancement of 

the common good. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html
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right to life, to bodily integrity, and to the 

means which are suitable for the proper 
development of life; these are primarily 

food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, 
and finally the necessary social services. 
Therefore a human being also has the 

right to security in cases of sickness, 
inability to work, widowhood, old age, 

unemployment, or in any other case in 
which one is deprived of the means of 
subsistence through no fault of one's own. 

(Pacem in Terris, No. 11) 

The full text of Pacem in Terris is at: 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/
documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html 

While in no way denying the personal 
nature of sin, St John Paul II spoke 

powerfully of ‘social sin’ and ‘structures of 

sin’ and their oppressive impact on people: 

Some sins, however, by their very matter 
constitute a direct attack on one's 
neighbor and more exactly, in the 

language of the Gospel, against one's 
brother or sister. They are an offense 

against God because they are offenses 
against one's neighbor. These sins are 

usually called social sins, and this is the 
second meaning of the term. In this sense 
social sin is sin against love of neighbor, 

and in the law of Christ it is all the more 
serious in that it involves the Second 

Commandment, which is "like unto the 
first."(72) Likewise, the term social applies 
to every sin against justice in interpersonal 

relationships, committed either by the 
individual against the community or by the 

community against the individual. Also 
social is every sin against the rights of the 
human person, beginning with the right to 

life including the life of the unborn or 
against a person's physical integrity. 

Likewise social is every sin against others' 
freedom, especially against the supreme 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
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freedom to believe in God and adore him; 

social is every sin against the dignity and 
honor of one's neighbor. Also social is 

every sin against the common good and 
its exigencies in relation to the whole 
broad spectrum of the rights and duties of 

citizens. The term social can be applied to 
sins of commission or omission-on the 

part of political, economic or trade union 
leaders, who though in a position to do 
so, do not work diligently and wisely for 

the improvement and transformation of 
society according to the requirements and 

potential of the given historic moment; as 
also on the part of workers who through 
absenteeism or non-cooperation fail to 

ensure that their industries can continue 
to advance the well-being of the workers 

themselves, of their families and of the 
whole of society. (Reconciliatio et 

Paenitentia, No. 16) 

The full text of Reconciliatio et Paenitentia 

is at: http://www.vatican.va:80/holy_father/

john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-
ii_exh_02121984_reconciliatio-et-paenitentia_en.htm 

It is important to note therefore that a 

world which is divided into blocs, 
sustained by rigid ideologies, and in which 
instead of interdependence and solidarity 

different forms of imperialism hold sway, 
can only be a world subject to structures 

of sin. The sum total of the negative 
factors working against a true awareness 
of the universal common good, and the 

need to further it, gives the impression of 
creating, in persons and institutions, an 

obstacle which is difficult to overcome. 

If the present situation can be attributed 

to difficulties of various kinds, it is not out 
of place to speak of "structures of sin," 

which, as I stated in my Apostolic 
Exhortation Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, 

are rooted in personal sin, and thus 
always linked to the concrete acts of 

individuals who introduce these 
structures, consolidate them and make 
them difficult to remove. And thus they 

grow stronger, spread, and become the 
source of other sins, and so influence 

people's behavior. (Solicitudo Rei Socialis, 

No. 36) 

The full text of Solicitudo Rei Socialis is 
at: http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/

encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-
rei-socialis_en.html 

http://www.vatican.va:80/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_02121984_reconciliatio-et-paenitentia_en.html
http://www.vatican.va:80/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_02121984_reconciliatio-et-paenitentia_en.html
http://www.vatican.va:80/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_02121984_reconciliatio-et-paenitentia_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html
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Pope Francis and Today’s Concerns 
Affirming the teaching of his predecessors, 

Pope Francis has drawn attention to those 
current world developments which attack 
the dignity of people and which are 

dehumanising.  In his apostolic exhortation 
of November 24, 2013, Evangelii Gaudium, 

the Holy Father urges Christians to 

challenge: 

 An economic order which excludes and 
marginalises people, 

 The new idolatry of money, 
 A financial system which rules rather 

than serves people, and 

 An economic system which leads to 

inequality and violence. (See Nos. 52 – 60) 

The full text of Evangelii Gaudium is at 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
apost_exhortations/documents/papa-
francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-
gaudium.html 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
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Some Prayers of Intercession 
We pray for the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged people in our own land 

and around the world, 

that action will be taken at the G20 

meeting in Brisbane to overcome the 
inequality and violence which oppresses 

them. 

We pray for Australian and world leaders 
who will gather for the G20 meeting in 

Brisbane this year 

That they will make decisions which will 
create a global financial system which 

serves rather than rules people. 

We pray for the Church 

That it will challenge world leaders 
gathered for the G20 meeting in Brisbane 

this year to take action which truly 

promotes the global common good. 

We pray for all Christians 

That they will encourage Australia’s 
leaders to work during the G20 meeting 
in Brisbane for economic and financial 

decisions which place the dignity of 
women and men everywhere above 

money and markets. 

We pray for members of the Church 

That we will make choices in our lives  

which reject the dehumanising influence 
of consumerism and, instead,  prioritise 
the dignity and welfare of our sisters and 

brothers in Australia and across the world 
who face poverty, inequality and 

exclusion. 

Praying for the Common GoodPraying for the Common GoodPraying for the Common Good   
As we focus our attention on the upcoming G20 meeting in Brisbane, parishes, 

schools and agencies are urged to pray that leaders of the G20 nations will make 

decisions and take actions which truly serve the common good. 
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A Prayer for the Common Good 
Loving and holy God 

Through Jesus, crucified and risen from 

the dead, 

You open our eyes to the fullness of life 

which Your love offers. 

In him, Your love overcomes every form of 

oppression and injustice. 

We who are one in him 

Commit ourselves to be signs of Your 

wonderful love in our world, 

Challenging the economic and social 

structures, attitudes and actions 

Which create and maintain inequality, 

violence and indignity. 

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

And the teaching of your holy Saints John 

XXIII and John Paul II, 

We will work for the common good in our 

world. 

As we prepare for the G20 meeting in 

Brisbane this year, 

May we deepen our solidarity with the 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged people 

of our world 

and enable their voices to be clearly heard 

by the wealthy and the powerful. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus through 
whom You liberate us from all oppression 

and sin. Amen. 

St John XXIII, pray for us. 

St John Paul II, pray for us. 
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Information on the G20 
Meeting in Brisbane 
You can find out more about 
the G20 meeting in Brisbane at 

the official web site at: 

http://www.g20.org/ 

The Commission encourages all Catholics 

to become involved in promoting the 
common good in the period leading up to 

the G20 meeting in November. 

As a first step, we ask you to think about 

what is happening in your own life and 
those of your family and friends and to 

also look around your community to see 
how the lives of the most vulnerable 
people in your community have been 

affected by Government economic 
policies, regional and global economic 

and political developments, the actions of 
Australian businesses and trans-national 
corporations  and the operation of the 

financial system. 

We encourage you to provide information 
on these concerns to the Justice and 
Peace Commission by Friday 13 June 

2014.  You can provide us with as brief or 
as detailed a submission as you wish – as 

little as one or two lines or as much as a 

number of pages. 

These concerns will be taken by the 
Commission’s representative to the C20 

meeting, a gathering of civil society 

representatives, to be held in Melbourne 
in June 2014 as a part of the official G20 

process leading up to the leaders meeting 

in Brisbane in November 2014. 

You may either e-mail your submission to 
the Commission’s Executive Officer, Peter 

Arndt, at: 

Arndtp@bne.catholic.net.au 

Or post a submission to: 

The Catholic Justice & Peace Commission 
of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, GPO Box 

282, BRISBANE  QLD  4001. 

If you would like further details or have 

any questions, please contact us via the 

e-mail above or ring the Commission’s 

office on (07) 3336 9173. 

This material has been 
prepared by the Catholic 
Justice & Peace 

Commission of the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

Taking Action to Prepare for the G20 Meeting 

https://www.g20.org/about_G20
mailto:Arndtp@bne.catholic.net.au

