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Abbott Government Must Not Turn A Blind Eye to Abuses in Sri Lanka 

 

The Abbott Government must not turn a blind eye to human rights violations committed during the Sri 

Lankan civil war and in the post-war period in order to obtain the Sri Lankan Government’s cooperation 

in its hardline approach to asylum seekers, according to the Executive Officer of the Catholic Justice and 

Peace Commission of Brisbane, Peter Arndt.  Mr Arndt is also a member of the Core Group of the 

Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce. 

 

Mr Arndt made the call after recently returning from a visit to Sri Lanka where he came face to face with 

survivors of the civil war and with Tamil people who continue to be affected by Government repression. 

 

He joined over 30 Catholic justice and peace workers from across Asia and the Pacific to learn about 

human rights concerns in the north and east of Sri Lanka where the Tamil population is concentrated. 

 

Mr Arndt said that the Abbott Government cannot pretend that the situation has returned to normal in 

Sri Lanka so that it can obtain the support of the Sri Lankan Government in preventing Tamils from 

fleeing and seeking asylum in Australia. 

 

“Both the former Labor Government and the new Coalition Government have been quick to claim that 

everything has returned to normal in Sri Lanka so that they can curry favour with the Sri Lankan 

Government and keep returning Sri Lankan asylum seekers,” Mr Arndt said. 

 

“My personal encounters with Tamils in the north of Sri Lanka have convinced me that the situation for 

Tamils and critics of the Sri Lankan Government is extremely difficult,” he said. 

 

“The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, visited Sri Lanka a week before me and came 

to the same conclusion,” he said. 

 

“How can Mr Abbott, Mr Morrison and Mrs Bishop say things are going well in Sri Lanka when respected 

figures like Ms Pillay and the Catholic Bishop of Mannar, Bishop Reyappu Joseph, still speak out about 

the on-going oppression and violence in the north?” he said. 

 

“How can they, in good conscience, send Sri Lankan Tamils back home when they know that many 

people continue to be forcibly disappeared, many are still being detained indefinitely and tortured, and 



 
 

public figures like Bishop Joseph are being threatened and harassed by the authorities for their public 

criticisms of the Sri Lankan Government’s human rights abuses?” he said. 

 

“It is outrageous that Mr Abbott is prepared to ignore the suffering and fear which is rife in the north of 

Sri Lanka in order to keep his commitment to stop the boats,” he said. 

 

“It is also deeply disturbing that he will attend the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Sri 

Lanka this November and, in so doing, give tacit approval to the on-going human rights abuses in that 

country,” he said. 

 

“I wish Mr Abbott could meet with the women I met whose husbands and sons have been detained, 

tortured and, in some cases, killed over the last four years,” he said. 

 

“I wish he could have heard the pain in their voices and seen their tears,” he said. 

 

“The systematic way in which Tamil men are being arrested and detained indefinitely looks suspiciously 

like ethnic cleansing to me,” he said. 

 

“Australia must take a strong stand in support of human rights in Sri Lanka and must treat asylum 

seekers fairly and generously,” he said. 

 

A more detailed account of the findings of the Asia/Pacific Justice and Peace Workers Network’s visit to 

the north of Sri Lanka is presented in a media statement released separately by the Network. 

 

For further information, please contact Peter Arndt on (07) 3336 9173 or 0409 265 476. 

 

NB  This release is issued with the approval of the Commission or its Executive under the provision of 

its Mandate which enables it to speak in its own right.  The views expressed in it do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

 


