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Resources for Prayer and Action 

Preparing for the G20 Meeting in Brisbane 
 
On November 15 & 16 this year, leaders of the G20 will meet in Brisbane to address a number of 
important issues which are relevant to the welfare of women and men around the world. 
 

What’s it all about? 
 
The G20 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, United States plus the Europ ean Union. 
Several guest countries are also invited each year. 
The G20 countries together represent well over 
80% of the world’s wealth and income. 
 
The G20 has been running since 1999 and is an ongoing series of meetings and workshops by 
officials, predominantly finance-related, with the goal of “… an open world economy based on 
market principles, effective regulation, inclusiveness and strong global institutions, underpinned by 
the closer partnership and collective action and shared responsibility of the G20, based on effective 
policy coordination.”1 The Leader Meetings began in 2008 and are the most high-profile events. The 
2014 G20 leaders meeting will be in Brisbane, with Australia acting as host nation. 
 
The G20 claims to have led the world out of the economic crisis and is now shifting attention to 
‘sustained global growth’. The G20 liaises with international organisations such as the International 
Monetary Fund, International Labour Organisation, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, the United Nations, the World Bank and the World Trade Organisation. The G20 
recently began requesting input from engagement groups called the B20, C20, L20, T20 and 
Y20, comprising business, civil society, organised labour, academia (think tanks) and youth. 
 
In a communique issued at the Leader’s Meeting in St Petersburg in 2012, the G20 leaders stated 
that they believed that “… prosperity must be shared; that the benefits of economic growth are for 
all, men and women, the poorest and most vulnerable, for this generation and the next”2. They 
committed to “… remain engaged with the international community as a whole and make sure that 
the interests of countries at all stages of development are taken into account.”3 
 
The G20’s agenda is to boost economic growth and jobs and to manage economic and financial risks 
in order to protect the global economy against future shocks.  Emphasis is placed on the private 
sector’s ability to create jobs and growth. Despite the stated emphasis on risks, the Australian 
Government has controversially excluded climate change from the agenda. 
 
According to the Australian Government, the November G20 meeting will additionally have a special 
focus on ‘empowering development’ and will give attention to how developing countries can attract 
infrastructure development, strengthen their tax base and improve their people’s access to financial 
services. 

                                                           
1
 G20 5TH ANNIVERSARY VISION STATEMENT September 2013 

(https://www.g20.org/sites/default/files/g20_resources/library/G20_5th_Anniversary_Vision_Statement.pdf) 
2
 Ibid 

3
 Ibid 

https://www.g20.org/sites/default/files/g20_resources/library/G20_5th_Anniversary_Vision_Statement.pdf
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A number of working groups have been established to focus on priorities of the summit within the 
overarching framework of boosting growth and employment and building economic resilience.  
These specific priorities are: 
 

Anti-corruption Development Employment Energy 

Financial Regulation Growth Strategies Investment & 
Infrastructure 

Reforming Global 
Institutions 

Tax Trade   

 

What should we do? 
 
As the G20 Leader’s Meeting draws closer, church communities are invited to reflect on the agenda 
of the G20 and the ramifications flowing from the decisions and actions being taken at a global level 
to further economic growth and globalisation. Consider devoting a period of prayer to focus on 
issues of significant interest to the local and world community. Churches and individuals could also 
consider whether they would like to take strong, specific civil society actions on issues important to 
them. Groups such as Micah Challenge, First Nations, the Centre for Interfaith & Cultural Dialogue at 
Griffith University and many others are running civil society actions, awareness campaigns, 
symposiums and summits in the lead-up to and during the G20 leaders meeting. A listing of G20-
related events is included in the appendix. 
 

Prayer Vigils 
 
In the month leading up to the G20 meeting, churches are particularly invited to participate in a 
rolling prayer vigil which began in Musgrave Park, South Brisbane, on 19 October and culminating 
in a prayer vigil on 14th November, in association with Queensland Churches Together and World 
Vision. 
 
At that vigil, Christians will be invited to consider participating in a fast from the morning of the 
first day of the G20 Leaders Summit, Saturday 15 November, till the afternoon of the day when it 
concludes, Sunday 16 November.  Churches could choose to hold their own vigil in the next few 
weeks or to incorporate prayers focussed on the G20 during their usual services. 
 
Please do also support the remaining public prayer vigils:  

Friday 31 October 
A prayer vigil focussed on the concerns of women, especially trafficked women 
Little Flower Catholic Church, 80 Turner Rd, Kedron, 6 for 6.30 PM 
 

Friday 7 November 
A prayer vigil focussed on the cries of the earth 
Sherwood Uniting Church, 706 Sherwood Rd (cnr Thallon St), Sherwood, 6 for 6.30 PM 
 

Friday 14 November 
A prayer vigil focussed on the concerns of people living in poverty globally 
St Andrew’s Anglican Church, 160 Vulture St, South Brisbane, 7 PM 
Please also come to a prayer service to conclude the period of fasting 
 

Sunday 16 November 
St Francis College Chapel, Milton Rd, Milton (entry via Baroona Rd), 4 PM 
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What are the churches saying?  
 
The following pages contain a selection of 
statements, articles and prayers regarding 
G20-relevant topics affecting all humanity. 
 
In July 2014, a meeting sponsored by the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 
discussed urgent questions regarding a 
more inclusive economy and governance 
for the common good. Pope Francis said 
that we cannot understand the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, the gospel of dignity and 
fraternity, of justice and peace without 
being aware of real poverty; we cannot turn our backs on the scandal of exclusion or blindly hope 
that it will take care of itself (cf. Evangelii Gaudium,   54). Quite on the contrary, it will be by putting 
the human-being back into the heart of economics and politics, by welcoming the participation of 
the poor, that poverty can be overcome and the planet safeguarded. 
 
“In the face of … our ongoing inability to bring an end to endemic poverty and exclusion … we must 

recover our moral compass and re-examine the assumptions of our economic theory to be more 

realistic and based on a more complete view of the human being and of the world… Globalisation in a 

positive sense has the potential to bring people together. Nevertheless, many people experience a 

severe loss of value and morals in political and economic life, and furthermore, the means and 

instruments of our economy, such as money, are accorded more importance than the proper end or 

goal of that same economy, that is, sustaining a good life for the human community. Similarly, 

human beings are frequently treated as means to an economic end, and not as the reason why 

economic activity take place at all... We must put people and their wellbeing at the centre of our 

economic and political life.” 

The meeting strongly endorsed reforms aimed at achieving a more inclusive economy, for example: 

 ambitious and inclusive Sustainable Development Goals centred on human dignity 

 a new global climate agreement in 2015 

 OECD/G20 work to improve transparency on international tax information, corporate profits 

shifting and fixing “too big to fail” international banking issues 

 call on the G20 to be more ambitious and explicit about the ethical framework that informs 

its deliberations, helping to enhance its legitimacy 

 fostering financial education, financial inclusion and financial consumer protection 

 promoting access to decent and quality jobs for all segments of societies, and to promote 

access to education for skills, both of which are essential to human life and dignity 

 various initiatives of the UN and civil society to combat, in particular, child labour, 

discrimination against women, human trafficking, international crime, corruption and money 

laundering 

 enabling active participation of citizens in economic actions and of corporations along the 

lines of social and environmental responsibility 
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The final statement of concern and engagement from the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace's 
Seminar, “Beyond the Globalisation of Indifference: Towards a More Inclusive Economy” can be 
found here: http://www.ewtn.com/vnews/getstory.asp?number=131024 

The July 2014 World Council of Churches (WCC) Central Committee meeting considered 
perspectives on links between economic and ecological crises as well as how current economic 
systems are intensifying inequality, poverty and ecological destruction. The chasm between the 
haves and have-nots is increasing around the world. And churches need to do more to ensure 
economic justice for communities. “The call for economic and ecological reformation in our time 
presents a profound theological challenge, as it requires the overhaul of our theological formulation 
and imagination.” Churches need a “transformative spirituality that nourishes the love of God who 
loves justice (Isa 61:8), promotes literacy sensitive to eco-justice, ecological debt, sustainability and 
biodiversity, and enables a new lifestyle. “The church is composed of the colonized and the colonizers, 
the oppressor and the oppressed both in the Global South and the Global North. Many of ‘us’ inhabit 
the camps of both oppressor and oppressed, the margins of power and its centres. This complexity 
complicates the quest for justice, yet also is of infinite worth.” 

The meeting drew on inputs from the 2012 São Paulo conference on a “New Financial and Economic 

Architecture” (see next section) and subsequent research, analysis and theological reflection. 

More information can be found at: http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/central-

committee-listens-to-perspectives-on-economic-justice 

 

  

http://www.ewtn.com/vnews/getstory.asp?number=131024
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/central-committee-listens-to-perspectives-on-economic-justice
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/central-committee-listens-to-perspectives-on-economic-justice
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In 2012 four ecumenical organizations, the World Council of Churches (WCC), the World Communion 

of Reformed Churches (WCRC), the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and the Council for World 

Mission (CWM), held the São Paulo conference on a “New Financial and Economic Architecture”. 

They called on the United Nations and G20 governments to tackle systemic greed and inequality, 

and establish an ethical, just and democratic international financial regime “grounded on a 

framework of common values: honesty, social justice, human dignity, mutual accountability and 

ecological sustainability”. The São Paulo statement contains many reflections, challenges and 

recommendations for churches.  

Critical theological reflection on the material and collective bases of life is intrinsic to the call to be 

faithful disciples of Christ. (Todays) economic model (is) based on profit and self-interest 

disconnected from faith and ethics. This has led to the… despair of poverty and inequality, and the 

violence of economic and ecological devastation as well as the reluctance of some churches to 

discern the signs of the times and to engage with the realities of a… world order that continually 

discriminates and oppresses those with whom God sides: the poor, the downtrodden, the 

disadvantaged and the oppressed.  

We therefore seek a transformative… alternative imagination… We lament the manner in which 

economic and financial legislation and controls are biased in favour of the wealthy. We… affirm the 

God of justice for all those who are oppressed (Ps. 103:6). We call for a system of just legislation and 

controls that facilitate the redistribution of wealth and power for all of God's creation. We reject the 

explosion of monetisation and the commodification of all of life and affirm a theology of grace which 

resists the… reduction of (all) life to an exchange value (Rom. 3:24). We affirm the words of the 

Lord’s Prayer in which we pray to have our own debt forgiven in the same manner as we forgive the 

debts of others (Matt. 6:12). We reject the ideology of consumerism and affirm an economy of 

Manna, which provides sufficiently for all and negates the idea of greed (Ex. 16)… The… Triune God 

acts as a challenge to individualism, discrimination and exclusivity; it is a doctrine that calls us into a 

life of equality in community and requires an active response that affects the whole of humanity.  

We… promote and affirm the need for interfaith dialogue, and enabling wider dissemination of 
spiritual resources gathered from faith communities. There are Biblical, Qu’aranic and indigenous 
narratives that point us to economic life-giving systems where there is equitable sharing, communion 
with creation, abundance for all and affirmation for the 
fruits of our labour as offerings for the common good. 
Biblical motifs such as Jubilee, Shalom, Eucharist, oikos, 
and Koinonia remind us of God in community with God’s 
creation as well as the covenantal relationship into which 
God invites us (cf. Ex. 16:16-21). 

We reject an economy of over-consumption and greed… 
and affirm instead Christian and Buddhist concepts of an 
economy of sufficiency that promote  s restraint (Luke 
12:13-21), highlighting, for example, the Sabbath economy 
of rest for people and creation, and the Jubilee economy of 
redistribution of wealth... Symbolically, the sufferings of 
the land are likened to the pains and groans of a woman at 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22);… the "economy of care" for the 
Earth cannot be separated from the issue of justice for all 
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of God’s creation. As believers we are called to think not only of our own interests but also of the 
interests of others (Phil. 2:4). 

We affirm that the only choice that Jesus offers us is between God and Mammon (Matt. 6:24), as 
those who desire to be faithful followers; we have no choice but to do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly (Micah 6:8).  
 
The statement includes recommendations and options for new international financial and economic 
architecture, regulation and transformation of the financial sector and national and international 
taxation systems, expanding measures beyond financial to include human and ecological wellbeing, 
and introducing or refining social protections. It calls for decision-making structures to reflect 
democratic credentials and inclusiveness so that they function as good servants rather than bad 
masters in political and economic life. It asserts economics has to be embedded in social, ecological 
and political life rather than the other way around. 
 
It is strongly recommended that churches invest in building dialogue and providing advocacy on 
these issues with decision makers in the fields of politics, the private sector, professional 
associations, standard setting institutions, research organisations and civil society organisations. In 
addition, educational materials should be developed to enhance the economic and financial literacy 
of church members. The ecumenical movement should accompany alternative social movements 
from below that protest against the injustices of the present system and strive to develop 
alternatives. 
 
The full “São Paulo Statement: International Financial Transformation for the Economy of Life” may 
be found at http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/en/resources/documents/wcc-
programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-
ecology/finance-speculation-debt/sao-paulo-statement-international-financial-transformation-for-
the-economy-of-life  

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/finance-speculation-debt/sao-paulo-statement-international-financial-transformation-for-the-economy-of-life
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/finance-speculation-debt/sao-paulo-statement-international-financial-transformation-for-the-economy-of-life
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/finance-speculation-debt/sao-paulo-statement-international-financial-transformation-for-the-economy-of-life
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/finance-speculation-debt/sao-paulo-statement-international-financial-transformation-for-the-economy-of-life
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Many citizens and countries desire climate change to be considered on the G20 agenda. However 
the Australian Government has resisted these calls. Religious leaders and faith communities are 
standing up to advocate for responsibility in the area of energy use and climate change. 
 
In December 2006, 17 faith traditions and the Climate Institute released "Common Belief: Australia's 
Faith Communities on Climate Change" The report highlighted the reality that global warming is not 
simply a technological problem but a moral issue. As Bishop George Browning said, 
 
"the Christian faith is certainly about personal salvation. But it is more than that: Christianity is first 
and foremost a concern for the whole created order - biodiversity and business; politics and pollution; 
rivers, religion and rainforests. The coming of Jesus brought everything of God into the sphere of time 
and space, and everything of time and space into the sphere of God. All things meet together in him: 
Jesus is the point of reconciliation. Therefore, if Christians believe in Jesus they must recognise that 
concern for climate change is not an optional extra but a core matter of faith." 
 
Further information may be found at http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/cia1/cianews.html  and 
http://www.arrcc.org.au/open-letter-prominent-religious-leaders 
 
Tuesday, 25 March 2014 19:47 
 

 

Text of an open letter from religious leaders urging climate responsibility 
 

As religious leaders drawn from diverse religious traditions, we acknowledge our human 
responsibility to care for the Earth.  We accept the ever stronger consensus among scientific 
bodies, international institutions and global civil society that climate change is threatening the 
ecosystems upon which life depends.  
 
All our religious traditions uphold the moral demand to act for the common good. To seek 
maximum individual or national advantage in the face of global warming is to increase the costs 
to those least advantaged in the human family as well as today’s young people. 
 
We hold therefore that climate change is a moral issue. Australia’s addiction to fossil fuels, both 
for domestic consumption and export earnings, is no longer morally justified and must be 
wound back as soon as possible. It makes no ethical, or even economic, sense to move only if 
others do. 
 
This is a unique point in history when it is still possible to minimize climate disruption. 
 
We therefore call on all Australians to conserve energy and take up green energy options 
wherever possible. We call on investors to divest from fossil fuels and re-invest in socially 
responsible alternatives. 
 
We call on the Government to retain existing legislation which is assisting the transition to a low 
carbon economy. We must do our fair share globally by setting ambitious targets, both for 
reducing emissions and our use of renewable energy, and by contributing far greater amounts 
to adaptation financing for developing countries. 
 
If we take responsible and effective action without delay, another future is still possible. The 
choice, and the responsibility, is ours. 
 

http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/cia1/index.php
http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/cia1/cianews.html
http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/cia1/cianews.html
http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/cia1/cianews.html
http://www.arrcc.org.au/open-letter-prominent-religious-leaders
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Signatories: 
 
Rev. Professor Andrew Dutney, President, Uniting Church of Australia National Assembly 

Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohammad, Grand Mufti of Australia 

Professor Nihal Agar, Chairman, Hindu Council of Australia 

Jacqui Remond, Director, Catholic Earthcare Australia 

Ajahn Brahm, Chair, Australian Sangha Association, Abbot of Bodhinyana Monastery 

Sr Annette Cunliffe rsc, President, Catholic Religious Australia 

Dr Beth Heyde, Chair, Public Affairs Commission, Anglican Church of Australia 

Rev. Dr Brian Brown, Moderator, Uniting Church of Australia Synod NSW/ACT 

Rabbi Shoshana Kaminsky, Chairperson, Rabbinic Council of Progressive Rabbis 

Bishop George Browning, past convener, Anglican Communion Environmental Network 

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins, Senior Rabbi, Emanuel Synagogue  

Graeme Lyall AM, President, Amitabha Buddhist Association of New South Wales 

Right Rev’d Professor Stephen Pickard, Executive Director, Australian Centre for Christianity and 

Culture 

Professor Neil Ormerod, Professor of Theology, Australian Catholic University 

 

Co-ordinated by the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) 
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Minute on Climate Justice 
 
In November 2014 the World Council of Churches issued a “Minute on Climate Justice”. Key points 

include: 

 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it; 

for he founded it on the seas and established it on the water”. (Psalm 24) 

 

“...cease to do evil and learn to do right; Pursue justice and champion the oppressed 

Give the orphan his rights, plead the widow’s case”. (Isaiah 1:16b-17) 

 

Climate change is today one of the most challenging global threats affecting especially the most 

vulnerable. In recent years churches and specialized ministries have increased their advocacy efforts. 

Together with Christian churches, interfaith initiatives have also shown how faith communities have 

reached consensus in addressing the climate change crisis. 

 

The effects of climate change are being experienced 

already now. Churches in countries like Tuvalu, Kiribati, 

Bangladesh, the Philippines as well as the United Nations 

(UN) and other international organizations are already 

addressing the tragedies associated with climate 

displaced people.  

 

Victims of climate change are the new face of the poor, 

the widow and the stranger that are especially loved and 

cared for by God (Deut. 10:17-18). When creation is 

threatened in this way, churches are called to speak out 

and act as an expression of their commitment to life, 

justice and peace.  

 

A. Reiterates the concerns of the churches over climate change and its adverse effects on the whole 

of creation and especially on vulnerable communities in many parts of the world;  

B. Encourages member churches to support the role of the WCC in enabling an ecumenical 

pilgrimage for justice and peace to strengthen links between churches and communities in various 

parts of the world working together to care for creation and eco-justice; and  

C. Calls upon churches and ecumenical organizations to insist that the respective governments look 

beyond national interests in order to be responsible towards God’s creation and our common future, 

and urge them to safeguard and promote the basic human rights of those who are threatened by the 

effects of Climate Change… 

 

At its general Synod in July 2014, The Anglican Church of Australia encouraged the Government of 

Australia to lead the G20 to recognise and respond to major changes that face humankind in the 

21st century, including rural-urban movements, increasing food insecurity, climate change and war. 

All of these are linked with poverty and displaced people. 
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Prayers and Intercessions 
 
From the New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book 

O God of many names, lover of all places; we pray for peace in our hearts and homes, in our nations 

and our world; the peace of your will, the peace of our need. 

 

O God of peace and justice, of holiness and love; knit us together in mind and flesh in feeling and in 

spirit, and make us one, ready for that great day; the fulfilment of all our hopes and the glory of 

Jesus Christ. 

For the hungry and the overfed - May we have enough. 

For the mourners and the mockers – May we laugh together. 

For the victims and the oppressors – May we share power wisely. 

For the peacemakers and the warmongers – May clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony. 

For the silenced and the propagandists – May we speak our own words in truth. 

For the unemployed and the overworked – May our impress on the earth be kindly and creative. 

For the troubled and the sleek – May we live together as wounded healers. 

For the homeless and the cosseted – May our homes be simple, warm and welcoming. 

For the vibrant and the dying – May we all die to live. 

 

 

For the G20 

God of true economy, 

You call us to share your loving dominion, 

using the world’s resources for the good of all. 

Grant wisdom to those who gather for the G20 conference, 

strengthen the voices of the poor and of the planet, 

and enable decisions that bring greater justice and sustainable growth, 

through Jesus Christ, the Word and Saviour of your whole Creation, Amen. 

 

For 2015 UN Climate Change conference 

Faithful Creator, 

You share the sufferings of our planet 

and show your face in the struggles for ecological justice. 

Hear our prayers for the 2015 United Nations Climate Change conference. 

Empower all your children to work together for a sustainable future. 

Help us respond fully to the challenges of climate change, 

and, in the groanings of your Creation, 

Bring healing and hope to your world, 

through the power of your Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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Intercessions from “Working for the Common Good” 

(Catholic Peace and Justice Commission Qld) 
 
 

We pray for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged people in our own land and around the world,  

that action will be taken at the G20 meeting in Brisbane to overcome the inequality and violence 

which oppresses them.  

 

We pray for Australian and world leaders who will gather for the G20 meeting in Brisbane this year, 

That they will make decisions which will create a global financial system which serves rather than 

rules people.  

 

We pray for the Church  

That it will challenge world leaders gathered for the G20 meeting in Brisbane this year to take action 

which truly promotes the global common good. 

 

We pray for all Christians  

That they will encourage Australia’s leaders to work during the G20 meeting in Brisbane for 

economic and financial decisions which place the dignity of women and men everywhere above 

money and markets.  

 

We pray for members of the Church  

That we will make choices in our lives which reject the dehumanising influence of consumerism and, 

instead, prioritise the dignity and welfare of our sisters and brothers in Australia and across the 

world who face poverty, inequality and exclusion. 
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Useful Resources & Activities 
 
Useful resources about issues associated with the G20 as well as information about activities 
planned by churches and community groups for the G20 in Brisbane may be found at: 
 
Micah Challenge’s Shine the Light Campaign 
www.micahchallenge.org.au/brisbane 
 
Freedom Sunday Resources 
www.freedomsunday.org/ 
 
The Brisbane Community Action Network People’s Summit 
www.briscan.net.au/ 
 
This resource is the result of collaboration between Christians from a number of member churches of 
Queensland Churches Together. 

http://www.micahchallenge.org.au/brisbane
http://www.freedomsunday.org/
http://www.briscan.net.au/

