Shine the Light
of Christ
For People Seeking Asylum
What is the current
situation for people
seeking asylum in
Australia?
Presently, there are about 2,000
refugees and people seeking asylum
on Manus Island in PNG and on
Nauru. About 1,200 have been
found to be refugees and around
700 have been determined as not
having a valid claim to be refugees
(Figures courtesy of Get Up).
Those found to be refugees may be offered resettlement in countries like the USA or Malaysia,
but the details of these resettlement plans are very sketchy. Those whose claims have been
rejected face deportation to their country of origin. In some cases, they will face violence and
other serious consequences on their return. This is well documented – see
http://www.erc.org.au/deported_to_danger_publications
Another 370 refugees and asylum seekers from Nauru and Manus Island are in Australia for
medical treatment and have been told by the Australian Government they will be returned to the
offshore processing centres as soon as possible.
About 29,000 people seeking asylum are in Australia in detention centres or the community still
waiting for a decision on whether they are determined to be refugees or not. About 20% of them
have family already settled in Australia, but have no other realistic way of joining them. Their
claims are now being processed under a so-called fast-track process which makes it very difficult
for anyone’s claim to be treated fairly and justly.
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What does the Church say should happen to those seeking asylum in
Australia?
Two years ago, Australia’s Bishops issued a strong statement saying our system of detention and offshore
processing of people seeking asylum is cruel:
The Australian Catholic Bishops call on parliamentarians of all parties to turn away from these policies, which
shame Australia and to take the path of a realistic compassion that deals with both human need and
electoral pressure. We call on the nation as a whole to say no to the dark forces, which make these policies
possible. The time has come to examine our conscience and then to act differently.
- ACBC Statement, May 2014

This year, they called for an end to offshore processing on Nauru and
Manus Island:
The Australian Catholic Bishops also deplore the detention of our brothers and sisters on Nauru and Manus
Island. While recognising the effort of the Government to find a solution, we say that enough is enough. We
call on the Government to bring offshore detainees to Australia while awaiting further decisions on their
future. We endorse the campaign to ‘Bring Them Here’ to Australia.
- Archbishop Denis Hart, October 2016

What Church leaders have been saying is deeply rooted in Scripture:
When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you
must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. (Leviticus
19:33-34)
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.’ (Matthew 25:25-36)
For more information about Church teaching on migrants and refugees, see the Australian Catholic Migrant
and Refugee Office web site:
http://www.acmro.catholic.org.au/

What should happen now?
Most of those who have sought protection from Australia in recent years have been found to be refugees.
Some protection claims have failed. Whether a person seeking asylum has a valid claim for protection or
not, one thing is certain: everyone seeking asylum is a human being created in the image and likeness of
God. Because of this, they all deserve to be treated humanely and justly without exception. Cruelty and
unfairness are simply unacceptable to anyone who believes that all of us are part of one human family under
God.
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On that basis, we urge all Christians to demand that:




Processing centres on Nauru and Manus Island should be closed immediately;
Those in these centres who have been found to be refugees should be resettled in Australia if another
suitable resettlement country cannot be found in a reasonable time;
Those whose claims have been rejected should not be returned to countries where there is credible
evidence of negative consequences for returnees;
 The 370 people brought here for medical treatment should be allowed to stay here until their
claims are processed and resettled here if found to be refugees;
 The large number of claims of people seeking asylum on the Australian mainland should be
processed as quickly as possible, but with a fair and just process;
 Those waiting for a decision in Australia should not be left without the means to live in a
dignified way at any time during the processing of their claims.

How can we shine the light of Christ for people seeking asylum?
 We ask every parish, agency and Christian home to put a lantern or other form of light in a front
window or in a prominent place at the front of your church, office or home. Let this light serve
as a sign of your community’s or your household’s commitment to treating all people, including
people seeking asylum, humanely and with dignity.
 Please use the following prayer regularly at Masses or in meetings or at home:
We pray for an end to cruel and inhumane treatment of people seeking asylum in
Australia. End the hardness of heart which has caused much pain and indignity.
May they all be treated as your children with respect and justice.
 Send e-mails and letters to your State’s Senators and your local Member of Parliament telling
them that you want an end to cruelty and injustice in our asylum seeker policy. Ask them to
support the policy changes mentioned above. You can find e-mail and postal addresses for MPs
and Senators at www.aph.gov.au/ Why not make an appointment to speak to them about your
concerns. Their electorate office addresses and phone numbers are on the Parliamentary web
site too. You can get suggestions on how to make your meeting with your MP effective at
https://campaign.worldvision.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/How-to-engage-your-localMember-of-Parliament.pdf)
 Send letters to the editor of your local newspaper about the issue. Also consider sending an
article or a story to your local newspaper or radio station about your parish or agency shining
the light of Christ in the church window.
 Hold a prayer service to shine the light of Christ for people seeking asylum in a public space in
your community and advertise it.
 Make collections of goods for people seeking asylum (phone cards, supermarket gift cards,
basmati rice, tinned fish, lentils and pulses, toiletries, baby care products, etc.) and give them to
refugee support agencies such as the Romero Centre (Phone 07 3013 0100).
 Most of all, talk positively to change the conversation about refugees and people seeking
asylum. When people say negative things, speak up for treating people with dignity and
decency. Tips about how to do that can be found here:
https://www.asrc.org.au/resources/words-that-work/
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How can you get more information?
Contact the Archdiocesan Justice & Peace Commission’s office for more information and help. The
Commission can provide you with information about refugee services such as the Romero Centre, Red Cross,
MDA Ltd and Access Inc, about community organisations like the Brisbane Refugee & Asylum Seeker Support
network, the Refugee Association of Logan and Redlands for Refugees or advocacy groups like the Catholic
Alliance for People Seeking Asylum, the Australian Churches Refugees Taskforce, Get Up and the Refugee
Action Collective.
This resource has been prepared by the Catholic Justice & Peace Commission of the Archdiocese of Brisbane,
phone (07) 3324 3441, E-mail: cjpc@bne.catholic.net.au, Post: GPO Box 282, BRISBANE QLD 4001.
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