An Urgent Call to Climate Action
from
The Pacific Conference of Churches
The Pacific Conference of Churches has sent the following call for action on climate
change to churches in Queensland and Australia:
“The Pacific Conference of Churches supports action by churches in Queensland and other parts of
Australia to pressure their State and National Governments to take necessary, timely and
nonviolent action to ensure that the Australian government keeps its commitments made in Paris at
COP 21. We specifically urge the churches to continue to campaign to stop Adani. If this mine goes
ahead it will imperil all of us. It is vital for us in the Pacific Ocean to keep the global temperature
increase below 1.5 degrees. We welcome the solidarity of our sisters and brothers in those
countries like Australia which have been principally responsible for the critical climate impacts with
which we in many Pacific Ocean States are now dealing. At the same time we call on our brothers
and sisters in Australia to support Pacific communities who have called for a moratorium on seabed
and terrestrial mining and research. Any further global warming imperils hundreds of Pacific
communities who are already feeling the impact of sea level rise and salt water intrusion. We must
stand together or sink individually."

Please join the National Day of
Action on Adani this

Saturday 7 October
and include prayer for the
protection of the environment,
for the Wangan and Jagalingou
people, for Torres Strait Islanders
and for the peoples of the Pacific
in services this Sunday 8 October.
For details of the National Day of Action, go
to:
http://www.stopadani.com/actionday

In the light of this call for action in solidarity with the peoples of the Pacific, we urge Christians in
Queensland and the rest of Australia to join with people of faith and others in the community to
take bold and committed action to ensure that Australia keeps its commitments made at COP21 in
Paris in 2015 and, in particular, we urge participation in the National Day of Action to challenge the
development of the Adani coal mine in the Galilee Basin in Queensland.
This call to action is shared by members of the Queensland Churches Environmental Network Climate Action
Working Group. For further information, please contact Peter Arndt at arndtp@bne.catholic.net.au or on
0409 265 476.

(See overleaf…)

God has entrusted us with the
responsibility of caring for creation.
God hears the cries of the earth and of
vulnerable peoples in our country and
our Pacific region. God calls us to act.
Here’s some good reasons why Christians
should get involved in action on the
proposed Adani coal mine:
 It’s estimated that giving the green

light to this massive mine will more
than double Australia’s carbon
emissions.
 It will threaten the very existence of
the island homes of our sisters and
brothers in many Pacific countries like
Kiribati and Tuvalu as well as many of
our fellow Queenslanders in the
Torres Strait.
 The mine will destroy sacred sites and
much of the traditional country of the
Wangan and Jagalingou peoples.
 It also threatens the very existence of
the Great Barrier Reef.
We believe that we can do something
important to help our vulnerable sisters
and brothers here and in the Pacific; we
can protect our precious environment
and climate from further damage; and
we can find alternatives to provide
sustainable employment for our fellow
Queenslanders.

PRAYER
Creator God, you have blessed our sisters and brothers in the Pacific with
lands and seas which are bountiful and marked by great beauty.
Within our own consumer driven society, our lifestyles have led to rising sea
levels and changing climate which cause great environmental damage and
threaten the very existence of their island homes.
Give us eyes that see the damage,
minds that understand the problems
and hearts that reach out in great generosity to support our sisters
and brothers as they take action to address their great concerns.
May we listen to them and work with them with respect and
commitment.
Help us to accept our responsibility to end our addiction to coal and
other fossil fuels which have contributed so much to the climate crisis
here in Australia, in other parts of the Pacific and around the world.
Give us new hearts filled with love and a commitment to
justice so that our sisters and brothers can face the
challenges of climate change with
a new hope.
Amen.

